


Sanford Slaton was born in the Cherokee Nation on July 28, 1827. Not too far away in
the same nation, Robert Goin was born in 1828. The Williams family was from the same group
of people in the Georgia area.

The Cherokee Nation had been operating fairly well and provided a government that took
care of its people. The tribe had previously lived in Northern Virginia and were forced to move.
While in the Georgia area the Cherokee tribe was ordered to liquidate and find their way to the
west.

Robert Goin is buried in Monclova, Mexico, where he died in 1848 while serving the
United States Military during the Mexican War.

Twelve years after Robert Goin was killed in the fight in Mexico, Sanford Slaton, George
Williams, and George W. Goin were in the Civil War together.

Sanford Slaton was married to Nancy J. Williams some time before the Civil War.
Nancy J. Williams’ parents were John and Eliza Wood Williams. Eliza Wood Williams was a
school teacher in the Miledgeville, Georgia prison system that was in operation at the time the
federal government was seizing all of the Cherokee’s property.

The older mother, Eliza Wood Williams died in Texas and is buried in the Masonic
Cemetery in Arlington along with Noah Goin, the youngest child of George Washington and
Eliza Wood Goin.

Nancy (Williams) Slaton was born in the Cherokee nation and was an addition to Eliza
Wood Williams and George Williams small family, which consisted of Eliza Wood Williams
and Sophia Williams.

Baby is Mary Slaton’s child. Sophia Estes is seated by her mother Eliza Wood Williams, who is
in the door. This photo was taken at their home at about the time of the Civil War. They paid
taxes in 1850. This place is now the Cagle Hill Farm.



G.W. Williams — Author of Civil War Letters

Robert Goin took a wife in his early manhood at the age of 16. With his wife, they had
three boys. George W. Goin was born on February 22, 1842 (ironically George Washington’s
birthday) and was the oldest. The young boys did not see much of their father after he was
enlisted to fight at an early age and sent to Mexico. Little is known about the fate of this
orphaned family and how George W. Goin made his way to Texas.

George Washington Goin
Photo Made around 1880

The husband to Eliza Wood Goin; he was a Civil
War Veteran that served with Sanford Slaton in
the Virginia and eastern state campaign of the
war.




Eliza Wood Williams as a teen in Georgia before she
got married to George Washington Goin and moved to
Texas To Tintop during 1870's.

Her mother was named Eliza Wood Williams and lived to
be 102 years old. Eliza Wood Williams mother was a
teacher at Mileadgeville, Georgia.

* This photo was made in the late 1850's in Georgia.

She is the mother of Wood Goin, our grandfather, and is a
sister to Sophia Williams and Nancy Slaton. They had a
brother named G.W. Williams who wrote the Civil War
letters to his mother and sisters after they moved to Texas.

We do know that he was married on September 29, 1866 to Eliza Wood Williams. To
them was born Wood Mize (1870), Sally (1868), Robert T. (1873), George Albert (1876), John
W. (1878), Eliza W. (1880), and Noah (1883).

Wood Goin

He looks to be about 16 years old, photo probably made in
the middle 1880's. This was made after the disaster at Tin
Top.




George, Jim and Wood Goin

Cutting wood at Black Jack home north of Aubrey on hill. I have a story Aunt Sis wrote of the
old house that is in the background.

Left to right: Wood Mize, Robert, Albert T., and John W. Goin visting the old home remains
fifty years after they left as teenagers in despair. Photo made 1938.
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in Onega (Aubrey), Texas. Photo made in 1938.

Another view of the George Washington Goin home that was located near the Brazos River and
Tintop (Old Balch) as it appeared in 1938.



Uncle John Goin, Grandpa Wood Mize Goin, Uncle Robert (Bob) Goin and Uncle Albert Goin.
They are at the graves of their parents, George Washington Goin and Eliza Wood Williams
Goin, at Tin Top, Texas. This photo ws taken in 1938 — Wood Mize was 66 at this time.

George W. Goin, Eliza Wood and daughter Eliza Wood were all buried within one year
of each other at their ranch in Tin Top, Texas.

William James (W.J.) Slaton was born on June 2, 1860, while his father, Sanford, and his
uncles, George Williams and George Goin were serving in the Civil War (according to the old
letter written in Vicksburg).

William James served as county treasurer about the time the court house on the square
was constructed in 1896.

It is through the graces of his son James B. Slaton who was born in 1907, and died in
1992, that we have the Civil War letters. He left these letters with Jim Goin who then passed
them on to me.

Sanford Slaton owned what later became “Merry Land Farm.” The farm was deeded
from the Coblers’s daughter, Ann Slaton to Wood Goin and then in 1920's was deeded to H.D.
McKinney.

Just to the west of the Merry Land Farm, there were a few acres that became the Black
Jack School. On top of the hill and to the north was where Jim Goin was born to Wood and
Laura Goin on June 1, 1897, George Carlton (1894), one infant son (1892), Lillian (1900),
Archie (1903) and Joe B. (1907).
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Wood Mize Goin holding son,
George Carlton, is seated by his
wife, Laura Jane (Harmon) Goin.

Standing is a brother named John
William Goin who was deaf and
mute due to a typhus infection
that was contracted when the
Goin family lived at Tin Top,
Texas.

This photo was made in Pilot
Point, Texas in 1894.

Laura J. Harmon was born in
Glen Allice, Tennessee and came
to Texas when she was seven
years old. She came with the
father and two brothers in 1879









Wood Goin standing in center at his meat market that was located across street from the
hardware store of today. The name of the loafers can be supplied if needed Photo made during
1928.
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This photo was made of the Goin family behind the cellar in 1929. They are Jim Goin on left,
Reina pregnant with Bouncer, Aunt Sally and Wood Goin, Bob Goin is standing behind , Uncle
Albert, Aunt Beulah, Aunt Willie, Grandma Goin and Granny Harmon standing. Kids and dog
on cellar. Buddy is middle of cellar.

Family Photo Made by Cellar in 2002



The only Slaton that I was able to know was James B. Slaton. I met him on different occasions
while attending decoration day at Belew Cemetery. He was a very intelluctual and interesting
man. On one occasion he gave me a book, Boyds Tank Junction of Alabama. The book was
about a small town in Alabama when the removal of the Indians took place. Some of the local
residents of Boyds Tank Junction were the Boyds, Ratchfords, Powledges and Slatons. These
families made their way to Aubrey while they changed their Indian ancestry to a more acceptable
background.

Prepared by Holly Hunnicutt and Bouncer Goin



